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1. Introduction and activities 2011: 

“Since the arrival of more endangered and rarer species such as Geochelone 

elegans, Astrochelys radiata, Geochelone platynota the somewhat more old 

fashioned species such as Geochelone carbonaria, Geochelone denticulata and 

Indotestudo elongata are no longer that popular among hobbyists as one or two 

decades ago. This is a serious development. If commercial motives are going to 

play a role in the hobby sector the private sector is on the wrong track. 

With these words I opened” the annual report 2010 and I am afraid that this 

situation did not change in the meantime. Therefore I thought it would be wise 

to repeat these words. Although the studbook population can be considered as 

stable participation by EAZA institutions and involvement in conservation of 

this species by them the situation is decreasing. Due to the European financial 

crisis a number of zoos decided to move this species from their collections.  

Several animals are put on the EAZA available and wanted list as surplus or are 

reported to me personally as surplus and as such as available. The international 

turtle trade for human consumption in Asian countries however is ongoing and 

new sources from countries within the range of the species are found where 

either consuming tortoises by humans occur or export to China. Therefore the 

establishment of an assurance colony is of most importance in order to save the 

species from extinction is more vital and needed than ever.  

2. Studbook population: 

December 31, 2011 the total reported number of living studbook specimens was 

35.49.116 (200).  

The total historically reported animals were 44.57.143 (244) animals. 

3. Locations: 



December 31, 2011 the species was kept at 39 locations in 9 different countries 

(Netherlands, Belgium, England, France, Germany, Spain, Denmark, Poland, 

Czech Republic.). 

Within these 39 collections 5 EAZA zoos are included; Vissenbjerg, Tregomeur, 

Wroclaw, Plzen and Rotterdam. 

 

4. Births: 

During 2011 2 births are reported at the location Martinez in Spain. 

 

5. Imports: 

During 2011 two new specimens are reported; according the Sparks software 

these must be considered as new imports or entries to the studbook. 

 

6. Deaths: 

During 2011 no deaths have been reported.  

 

7. Transfers: 

During 2011 4 animals between two participants have been transferred. 
 

8. Discussion: 

8.1  Morphology within the studbook: 
 

Large numbers of tortoises have been exported from various countries within the 

original habitat since the past four decades.  As trade routes are not exactly 

known outside the international trade world the origin of the exported specimens 

is unknown of the majority of the shipments. 

This original range recognizes a variety of habitats ranging from semi arid areas 

to sub tropical and tropical forests and climates ranging from dry to humid 

conditions. Over the past decade there are signs that at least different 

morphological forms exist within the whole original range of the species. The 

specimens present within the studbook differ in size from 20+cm to 30+ cm, 

color and shape. In order to breed genetically as healthy as possible and 

preventing cross breeding of different forms it is one of the priority aims within 

the studbook to assess these different forms. The action to obtain a clear picture 

of all studbooks specimens announced in the annual reports 2009 and 2010 last 

year will be executed this year. The cooperation of all studbook participants 

keeping founder animals will be approached this year. 

During the history of the ESF studbook 17 studbook specimens have been listed 

in the Sparks overview as Lost To Follow Up (LTF) indicating that these 

specimens simply disappeared. In the majority of the cases there were further 

reports by the keepers or they disappeared for other mysterious reasons. 28 

specimens died during this same period of which 11 concerned captive born 



studbook animals indicating 17 concerned either unknown origin or wild caught 

animals. During 2012 another 6 specimens at two locations possibly will be 

removed from the studbook. This is a sad situation but with new entries and 

births during the past few years and a total living population of 200 specimens 

this studbook/breeding program must be considered as viable and stable. The 

fact that during 2011 no deaths were reported and during 2010 and 2011 12 

animals were born is a very positive one. 

8.2  Activities planned for 2012: 

1.Drafting of all available literature and references. 

2.Questionnaire to all participants regarding nutrition and growth. 

3.Updating the sex ratio of the 116 unknown sexed specimens within the 

studbook. 

4.Investigation and assessment of the different morphological types within the 

studbook. 
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